From boulders to building facades

Oy Dan Vandeshermel

Same iay slone masoaTy it & dying art, bet an o
dependence Towriblp company 1 81 work keoping
the Intricase craft afve.

John Shell, it beother Dick and Tesy Lieder
have Bad their businesd, Creatim $tone, (n e

Township tzce 1580,

They gres uptnﬁwlhrlﬂd.mrlﬂmhmnd.
the time-tonsumisg craft.

“Tharg anen'l m.npld'l.-h#t-h." Botin Shell
sald. ~It's very physical work, buk I've Been doing it
Yoog entugh fo know easugh styles o know what &
custemer woald want.”

Ment of their coniracts have been for building
facades, pump hoases, barbeciei aad fire placei.
Dier work cosadits of foors and walkways.

Shall just comgpleted the foundation facade of the
John Green home that's being renovated by Hask and
Jennifer Radelilf oo Main Si=eet, Clarketon, seat io
ihe village parking loo.

ety dons 4 Jot of historical work, too," Skl
533, "You havo 8o malch the existing slone work with

They sart cud as boolders weighing asywhere
from 30 o 130 poends befors Shell and hin partsers
telm them down io S-inch slabe,

A stone mason deesa’™t have b be & geologid, bud
knirwing your stoned helps.

*piichigun stenes come I every coled ia thie rin-
bow,™ Shell sabd, “The glacier depoiti ia Michigan
Reft @ lot of ssores. Qraite aften we find Foumild in the
stones. Michigan siones are aho exiremely hand; i
mosily gramie.” .

Wiih Oakkand Cestity being metly on top of a
gravel i, Shell doeen’t huve far 8o go for his
maseriali—ezcept when Be of & cosomer i looking

for m l;f:“"‘ Fpe-

=\e alse el wwoses from Oecagln, Califorsia,
from alll over,” be 52id, "ln Georgia, they've got that

whiie sione.”

At long as Tk 1k looks of sions masonry,
Ehell thinki B have & bosisess. He adds that his
eraft Is more gxpensive tham norswl masonry. ©

=i takes about two or three lismes longer fo get
tha mapierlal ready asd Ehe labor 1akes abaul two or
three times longer, too,” the 28-yoar-old Shell sabd,
“There's no peodoctios in 184, I all handwork. Peo-
e really appeeciate the work.™

Hﬂ h;uﬂr_l became gopular during the . i
mid-1 e 1he stones wery sbandant and they R = T
are a veey sieong matesial. e G iy H-ﬁ".‘ﬂ". ot Tt

The nest step for Shell & ibilizs g g alss: ] =
BaiMing sone h:nl.ll:ﬂ. e T N L Lo Ll :’-ﬂﬂﬂ'!iu:[_:r-_"_u

"People come by when w'ne working and lisk
asd caik fo us,” Mhl;u. “Things like lluil: kegp yos  Jrimming boubders into rough Sinch squares  John Shell and partners Dick Shell snd Tony
going. IU's very grafifyisg." for slona masonfy B wory physical work, but  Lisdor are koeping the crall going.

ﬂ r WY VB B ol o 8 TR Sl SANNE




